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CASH  REGISTER  RINGS  TWICE. . .MONEY  IN  TILL 


JOHN: 

SOUND: 


ANNCR: 


5.  JCHN: 


FREYMAM 


It’s  CONSUMER  TIME  l 

CASH  REGISTER,... CLOSE  DRAWER 


ENGINEER: 


During  the  next  fifteen  minutes,  the  National  Broadcasting 
Company  and  its  affiliated  independent  stations  make  their 
facilities  available  for  the  presentation  of  CONSUMER  TIME 
by  the  War  Food  Administration. 

.Friends,  today  we  are  very  glad  to  be  able  to  bring  to  you 
the  up-to-the-minute  story.  of  food  in  France  l 

And  we*  re  going  to  hear  this  story  from -NBC  War  Correspondent... 
Merrill  Mueller©. .who  is  in  this  country  for  a brief  visit  be- 
fore returning  to  Europe. 

Mr*  Mueller,  well-known  to  most  NBC  listeners  for  his  news 
broadcasts  from  overseas,  has  spent  the  last  eight  years 
traveling  all  over  the  world  as  a foreign  correspondent. 

And  for  the  last  two  years  has  been  with  General  Eisenhower... 
through  the  North  African  campaign,  the  Italian  campaign,  and 
now  in  France... where  he’ 11  return  in  a few  days.  He  will  give 
us  the  latest  report  on  the  food  situation  over  there.  What 
and  hew  our  G*I*!s  are  eating. • .what  foods  the  French  people  are 
receiving  from  the  United  States  l 

(WATCH  SWITCH  COMING  UP. ..12:16 :30  PM-  EWT... CUE  IS  UNDERLINED. 
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CO  : 


7#  JOHN: 


• 2 ««• 

He’s  a personal  friend  of  General  Eisenhower * s .. .and  He^il  tell 
us  something  about  the  General  too#  So*#*let’s  hear  the  true 
story  of  Food  in  France  #,#  .from  NBC  War  Correspondent  Merrill 
Mueller  l 


’ V 


8.  MUELLER: 


J 


In  the  past  few  months*  you’ve  heard  a good  many  contradictory 
stories  about  the  food  situation  in  France* 

First  you’ve  heard  that  all  France  is  starving#.#  .and  again  you’ve 
heard  that  there  has  been  a big  harvest,  and  plenty  to  eat  for 
everybody* 

Now  the  truth  about  that*##.is  this : 

The  French  farmer  and  his  family  does  have  enough  to  eat* 

They’re  healthy*  The  harvest  was  good  this  year*  The  Germans 
didn’t  destroy  the  farms  during  their  occupation,  because,  of 
course,  they  wanted  the  food  for  themselves* 

When  we  invaded  Normandy  last  summer,  we  were  astonished  at  the 
rich  fields  of  grain*  the  lush  vegetables;  and  the  herds  of 
healthy  cattle  • 

,fWhyc r . France  has  plenty  to  eat#’.#.was  the  word  flashed  back 
to  America0 

And  then  we  marched  into  the  cities  * 

That  was  a different  story* 

% 

In  the  cities  of  Stance  this  winter,  people  are  starving* 

They  are  starving  because  the  transportation  system  in  France  is 
smashed*  The  food  can’t  move  from  the  farms  into  the  cities* 
First,  the  railroads  were  blown  up  when  we  invaded*  During 
those  dark  days  of  Invasion,  nothing  moved  in  France.  No  food 
oould  move  from  the  farms  on  freight  cars**. nor  trucks #..nor 
wag on s o 


MUELLER  (CONT’D):  Then,  when  the  Germans  retreated,  they  blasted  more  railroads 

and  highways*  Only  now,  and  slowly,  is  the  food  beginning  to 
trickle  back  into  the  city  markets*  But  it’s  a pains  taking 
process*  Little  by  little  the  railroads  are  being  rebuilt*  A 
few  trucks  grind  along  the  roads •• .trucks  lent  to  the  French  by 
the  Americans  and  the  British*  Here  and  there,  a wagon  carries 
food  to  the  cities*  But  it’s  a pitifully  small  amount*. .and* • ♦ 
here 8 s the  saddest  thing  of  all... in  spite  of  all  the  authorities 
can  do.. .the  best  of  this  food  is  still  finding  its  way  into 
the  Black  Market*  The  Black  Market  takes  its  toll  mainly. ..on 
the  poor  people  in  France. 


PAUSE: 

9*  MARIE : 

10.  PAUL: 

11.  MARIE: 

12.  PAUL: 


13.  MARIE: 

14.  PAUL: 


15*  MARIE: 


(FRENCH  ACCENT... WHISPERS)  The  black  market  i Pauli  You  got 
that  steak  from  the  black  market  • 

V 

(FRENCH)  But  Marie  l What  is  the  disgrace?  We  can’t  starve, 
can  we?  We  are  poor  people. ..and  if  we  are  able  to  save  up 
enough  sous  to  buy  a steak,  we  deserve  it,  don’t  we? 

But  Paul ...the  black  market i 

Listen,  Marie •• .today  I saw  a rich  man  go  in  and  buy  tobacco* 

And  two  steaks.  And  what  looked  to  me  like  real  coffee..* 
although  I couldn’t  be  sure.  He  had  too  much  money,  that  man* 
Everybody  stared  at  him,  and  we  wondered. . .you  know.  • .how  he 
got  so  wealthy.  Something  was  suspicious  about  him® 

Yes*  *,*but.. . 

Well... he  is  the  one  they  are  after.  The  rich  man  who  keeps  the 
black  market  going... who  keeps  the  food  away  from  the  poor  l 
But  not  us,  Marie*. .not  us.  Because  we  have  to  buy  what  we  can., 
when  we  can*  That’s  the  only  way  we  can  get  a good  meal  l 
And  save  for  a month  to  get  it... 
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16.  PAUL: 

But  wait  until  spring,  Marie  • Perhaps  by  then  things  will  be 
different.. .and  the  railroads  will  run  again.  We  are  a rich 
country,  Marie  • Remember  that  • In  France  there  is  plenty  to  eat 

17.  MUELLER: 

Yes,  in  France,  there  is  plenty  to  eat.  But  today  in  Paris,  a 
steak  dinner  is  about  $75.00.  Irll  tell  you  a story.  A very 
good  friend  of  mine  in  Paris  wanted  to  give  me  a dinner  party# 
He  didn’t  believe  in  dealing  with  the  black  market... but  this 
was  to  be  something  special... a dinner  party  for  five  of  us# 

'i 

Here’s  what  we  had.  For  hors  d’ oeuvres,  we  had  radishes  and 
onions.  I remember  I supplied  a can  of  anchovies,  which  I got  in 
a Christmas  box.  Worth  $10.00  on  the  black  market,  incidentally. 
Then  we  had  thin  soup,  steak  and  potatoes,  a tiny  piece  of  bread; 
ersatz  coffee.  For  the  five  of  us  that  dinner  cost  $161.00. 

18.  MA1TAGER: 

And  that  is  a lavish  meal  in  Paris  today. 

Now,  they’re  doing  what  they  can  to  curb  the  black  market. 

Our  own  Military  Police  are  helping  the  French  gendarmes.  Little 
by  little,  the  situation  is  improving# 

But  stern  measures  have  necessarily  been  taken.  I was  in  a 
restaurant  not  long  ago,  and  the  manager  came  out  and  began 
nailing  up  a sign.  There  was  a G.  I.  at  the  next  table,  trying 
to  make  out  what  the  sign  said. . .because  he  couldn’t  believe:his 
eyes ..... and  he  called  out  ”hey,  mister .. .what  * s that  sign  say2” 
(FRENCH  ACCENT)  ”Danser  •”  Don’t  you  know  what  that  is? 

19.  SOUND: 

(HAMMERING) 

20 . G . I « : 

Sure ...it  means  to  dance •• .but  what  about  it... what’s  the  sign 
say? 

21.  MANAGER* 

In  your  country. . .you  would  say  ”No  Dancing”#  That’s  what  the 
sign  means .*.”No  Dancing”. 

22  . G . X 

You  mean  you  don’t  allow  dancing  in  here  any  more? 

* b 
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23.  MANAGER: 

In  here 2 In  here?  It  is  not  my  law.  It  is  the  law  of  France. 
All  over  the  country,  no  one  is  allowed  to  dance. 

24.  SOUND: 

FINAL  HAMMERIWG  OF  LAST  W01DS 

25.  G.  Tn 

Hey  wait  a minute.  I don’t  get  it# 

26.  MANAGER: 

Yes.  ..it*  s another  law  to  stop  the  "black  market.  People  come 
to  black  market  restaurants  to  dance.  While  they  are  there, 
they  buy  black  market  meals.  If  you  forbid  people  to  dance, 
they  think,  Moh  well  why  should  I pay  all  that  money  for  dinner, 
if  there  is  no  dancing  •"  So. ..black  market  restaurants  are 
forced  to  closei 

27.  G.I.: 

Weil... 1*11  be... 

28.  MANAGER: 

Yes,  indeed,  M’sieur.  It  is  another  little  law...but  who  knows... 
it  may  help. . .(FADE) .. .it  may  help.... 

29.  MUELLER? 

And  that’s  the  law  in  France.  No  dancing  anywhere.  Enforcement 

/ 

of  this  and  other  laws  are  helping  the  fight  against  the  black 
market. 

And  now  maybe  you’re  wondering  what  the  average  Frenchman  gets 
to  eat... .under  his  regular  ration  privileges.  Nearly  everything 
is  rationed  in  France.  A person  is  allowed  only  one  piece  of 
meat  a week,  and  that’s  about  the  size  of  a small  lamb  chop. 
Potatoes  are  rationed  and  scarce. 

There  is  no  tea.  And  all  coffee  is  ersatz. 

Their  flour  is  a mixture  of  white  and  wheat  flour.. .and  believe 

it  or  not.. .wood  pulp. 

The  United  States,  however,  is  sending  big  shipments  of  flour 
into  France. ..pure  flour,  enriched  with  vitamins.  French  bread 
is  now  much  better,  naturally,  without  the  wood  pulp.  People 
have  to  stand  in  line,  though,  to  buy  bread. . .which,  of  oourse, 
is  rationed. 

>6.  - 


L'IUEIJjER  (CONT'D)  As  for  French  pastries# . .you  donft  see  them  anywhere*  Bakers 

bravely  continue  to  make  fancy  breads . • .but  there's  no  cream  for 
the  delicate,  colorful  pastries  France  is  famous  for* 

Milk,  incidentally,  is  extremely  scarce,  and  most  of  what's 
available  goes  to  children  in  hospitals* 

Now  a couple  more  things  about  what  the  French  are  eating*  They 
have  a fair  supply  of  cabbages •• .some  fresh  fruit,. .but  that 
all  depends,  as  I said,  on  transportation*  One  day  there'll  be 
quite  a good  supply  of  food  on  the  market,. .when  some  trucks  get 
through*  Then  for  days  after,  the  shelves  mil  be  bare, 

A big  day,  .though,.  ,is  the  day  that  a shipment  of  American 
chocolate  gets  to  tov/n.  The  storekeepers  rush  out  and  paint  in 
huge  letters  across  their  windows. .. nChooolate  American  !" 

''American  Chocolate  *T  And  in  a couple  of  minutes  the  store  is 
a madhouse*  Chocolate,  always  a favorite  with  the  French,  is 
more  so  now. • .because  it  provides  real  nourishment,  with  the 
milk  and  sugar  it  contains f ' , 

It' S'  sold  only  to  mothers  with  children,  though.  In  other  words, 
it  has  to  come  out  of  the  family  ration  book. 

And  the  French  ration  system!  That's  a story  in  itself.  We 
think  our  system  here  is  complicated!  The  French  have  three 
types  of  ration  books*  One  for  an  individual  person;  one 
for  the  family*  and  another  supplement  for  children.  And  when 
you  go  into  a restaurant,  you  of  course  have  to  turn  in  coupons 
for  your  dinner*  They're  very  strict  about  that,  too*  You'll 
say  * . » * 

30,  WOMAN:  Garcon.  Please  I would  like  another  teaspoon  of  sugar  in  my 

coffee  ! 

Oui,  Madame  ! Certainly,  Madame  • And  that  will  be  another  ration 
coupon  out  of  your  book,  s'il  vous  plait! 


31,  GARCON: 


♦ 


:> 
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a 32.  MUELLER : 

Ho.-».it* s no  joke.*-* getting  a good  meal  in  a FVench  city.  When 
you  consider  that  the  average  Frenchman  makes  about  $65.00  a 
month... and  one  good  steak  dinner  might  cost  him  $75.00  on  the 
black  market. ..you  get  an  idea  what  the  problem  is* 

I have  noticed,  though,  that  even  though  his  meals  are  more 
meagre  than  ever,  the  Frenchman  still  likes  to  take  the  usual 
two  hours  for  his  lunch  1 

Mow  let’s  see  about  the  G..  I..’s  in  France. 

Of  course.  Army  rations  are  good,  as  always.  For  instance,  ■ 
there’s  chicken  every  Sunday.. .and  ice  cream. 

However,  you  take  an  item  like  a fresh  egg. ..now  that’s  hard  to 
find.  Fried  eggs •••sure,  plenty  of  ’em.  But  even  though  the 
French  chefs  can  make  the  most  delicate,  fluffy  omelet  with  dried 
eggs  and  a few  onions. ..our  own  G,  I.’s  will  go  a long  way  to 
find  a fresh  egg.  And  because  of  this*,  .some  beautiful  friend-**, 
ships  have  blossomed  between  the  American  Infantryman  and  the 
French  farmer*  It  will  go  something  like  this*,* 

324.  FARMER  * 

(FRENCH  ACCENT)  Hello,  bonjour,.  Sammy. 

33.  G.  I#: 

How1  re  you,  Andre.  Say  look,  chum,  how’s  every  little  thing  in 

34.  FARMER: 

the  hen-house  these  days. 

(CAGILY)  Oh**.comme  ci,  comme  ca  • Pretty  good.  Why? 

35.  G.  I.: 

I want  a couple  of  eggs. ..a  couple  of  dozen  if  you’ve  got  ’em. 

36.  FARMER: 

Oui,  Sammy * I have  a few  for  you. 

37.  G.I . : 

Fine  • Lead  me  to  ’em.  I’m  counting  on  a 24  egg  omelet  for  * 

dinner  when  I get  back  to  camp* 

38.  FARMER* 

(HALTING)  Oh,  Sammy,  I must  tell  you. • .because  of  this  and  that*** 
I find  I have  to  raise  the  price  a little  bit... 

39 . G . X . : 

(YLAENING)  Oh  no  you  don’t.-.* 

40.  FARMER: 

Only  five  cents  ...your  money... 

V 


3 


8 


42.  FARMER; 
43 • G . I.: 

44.  FARMER: 

45.  G.  I.: 

46.  MUELLER: 


Look,  Andre,  that’s  a quarter  an  egg.  Twenty  cents  is  my  bottom 

f 

price  • What  else  are  you  going  to  do  with  *enw  You  haven’t  any 
trucks.  You  can’t  get  ’em  moved  off  your  place*. • 

Yes,  Sammy,  you  are  right. . .but .. . 

Twenty  cents  an  egg.  No  more  • 

(LAUGH)  When  an  American  soldier  can  beat  a Frenchman  at  a 
bargain. ..that’s  a good  one  1 Here  you  are.  Two  dozen  eggs* 
Thanks,  Pal.  That’s  four  bucks  eighty.  What  an  omelet.  Two 
dozen  eggs*. .fresh  eggs.  And  they’re  all. • .for . . .me  1 
Yes. ..the  G.  I.’s  strike  a good  bargain. 

And  the  French  farmer  is  delighted,  of  course.  He  usually  can’t 
sell  a good  deal  of  his  food,  because  of  the  lack  of  transpor- 
tation. So  he’s  glad  to  have  a windfall  market .. .from  the  G.I. 

Joe  si 

I’ve  heard  soldiers  say  that  a can  of  C Ration  will  buy  half  a 
cow*  This  process  of  bargaining,  highly  perfected  among  the 
soldiers  in  France,  is  known  as  '’scrounging”.  Scrounging  is  a 
fair  practice.  Cur  soldier  doesn’t  swipe  from  the  farmers. 

He  bargains*  And  if  he  wants  something,  and  it’s  there  for  him 
...he’s  certainly  one  guy  who  deserves  it. 

Incidentally. ..about  General  Eisenhower.  The  General  eats  exactly 
the  same  ration  as  any  officer  there.  Nothing  is  specially  pre- 
pared for  him.  But  there  are  two  things  he  likes  to  eat  more 
than  anything  else •• .and  these  two  things  he  can’t  get  anywhere 
in  France*  One  is  hominy* • • just  plain  hominy,  not  grits.  And 
the  other  is  Virginia  sugar-cured  ham.  So.. .I’m  out  now 
” scrounging”  a ham  and  some  hominy  for  General  Ike.. .to  take  with 
me  when  I go  back  to  France. 


ti 
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MUELLER  (CONT’D) 


ENGINEERS 
MUSLLER( C CNT  ’ D ) * 


47  . FREYMM  * 


48.  JOHEs 

49.  FREWN* 


m 9 *» 

Well. » .to  sum  up,  now... about  the  food  situation  over  there# 
Right  now,  though  there  is  food  in  the  country,  the  cities  are 
suffering  from  hunger#  Transportation,  badly  damaged,  is  being 
repaired  slowly.  And... as  a matter  of  fact,  most  all  transpor- 
tation available  has  had  to  carry  fuel.  The  country  has  had  a 
severe  fuel  shortage  this  winter.  Many  farms  in  France  are  idle 
because  of  a severe  manpower  shortage.  However,  France  is  getting 
ready  to  organize  a Land  Army  of  volunteer  farm  workers,  like  our 
Crop  Corps  here  in  this  country.  Then,  too,  many  a Frenchman  is 
gett  ing  out  in  his  back- yard  and  planting  a Victory  Garden. 

WATCH  SWITCH  COMING  UP.,.  .12 :28:30  PM-  EWT....CUE  IS  UNDERLINED 
So...therefs  progress  every  day  in  France.. .and  the  long 
tedius  task  of  rebuilding  is  underway. 

But  France  doesn’t  want  charity  from  her  Allies. 

She  needs  some  food  from  us  right  now.. .she  needs  help  in  rebuild- 
ing her  transportation.  But  it’s  just  a boost. ..to  tide  her  over 
this  critical  period,  and  she’ll  be  on  her  feetr again. 

And  that’s  the  food  situation  in  France  today. 

This  is  Merrill  Mueller  returning  you  to  Washington,  D.  C. 

Thank  you  very  much,  Mr*  Mueller.  CONSUMER  THE  friends,  you 
have  heard  Merrill  Mueller,  NBC  War  Correspondent  talking  from 
New  York,  giving  you  the  story  of  food  in  France.  In  a few  days 
Mr*  Mueller  will  return  to  General  Eisenhower’s  headquarters 
overseas,  and  you  will  hear  him  again  on  NBC  news  broadcasts  from 
Europe# 

And  now,  Mrs#  Freyman,  what  have  we  scheduled  next  week  on  CONSUMER 
THE? 

Next  week,  we’re  going  to  have  as  guest  star. ..none  other  than 
that  great  radio  comedian ...Bob  Burns. 

Bob  Burns  l And  what’s  he  going  to  talk  about? 


50 • J OHN  5 


4+  51.  FRSYMAN: 


52.  JOHN: 

53.  SOUND: 
54#  ANNCR: 
55#  SOUND: 

56.  JOHN: 

57.  SOUND: 

58.  ANNCR: 


Why  he’s  going  to  tell  us  all  about  Victory  Gardening.  You 
know,  Johnny,  it’s  just  as  important  as  ever  for  us  to  plant 
Victory  Gardens  this  spring.  And  we’re  going  to  hear  why.. .to 
say  nothing  of  how. ..from  the  great  expert  himself o 
So  be  sure  to  be  with  us  next  week*. .to  hear  the  Victory  Garden 
show. . .starring  Bob  Burns. ..in  another  edition  of... 

CASH  REGISTER... MONEY  IN  TILL 
CONSUMER  TIMS’. 

CASH  REGISTER 

How  your  money  buys  a living  in  wartime  • 

CASH  REGISTER... CLOSE  DRAWER. 

CONSUMER  TIME,  written  by  Christine  Kempton,  is  presented  by  the 
War  Food  Administration  through  the  facilities  of  the  National 
Broadcasting  Company  and  its  affiliated  independent  stations. 
This  broadcast  period  for  CONSUMER  TIME  has  been  made  available 
as  a public  service# 


This  is  the  National  Broadcasting  Company. 
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